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August, 2017
Dear Family,

We – staff and volunteers - are looking forward to sharing the beautiful experience of our Catholic Faith with you, our parish family.

We are offering grateful prayers to God as we begin our 2017-18 Faith Formation program. 
Please join us on Wednesday, October 4th, 6:15pm-7:15pm, in the St Dominic School gym to pray the rosary with our elementary students.  We pray the rosary, through the intercession of Mary, to honor Jesus; to honor his life, death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven, for our eternal salvation.
This year, 2017, marks the 100th anniversary of the apparition of Fatima. It was in 1917 that Blessed Mother Mary appeared to 3 children in Fatima, Portugal, to encourage them to join their prayers with Jesus, to pray the rosary and offer their own sufferings to God, just as Jesus did. Joining our prayers and sufferings with Jesus is a powerful way to pray.  There are many promises that are given to those who pray the rosary; for example, “praying the rosary will obtain for souls the most abundant divine mercies.” http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=438582
For more information regarding the message of Fatima, go to https://www.ewtn.com/fatima/popes-and-fatima.asp
Let us be open to the abundant divine mercies of our good and gracious God!
Let us pray in thanksgiving for God’s divine and merciful work, and the work of parish staff members, the service of many dedicated volunteers and the wonderful commitment of faithful parents and students.  
Here is how we plan to serve our good and gracious God:
Religious curriculum for Preschool through Grade 10:
Preschool  
Old and New Testament Bible Stories

Kindergarten........................Old and New Testament Bible Stories
First Grade ………………………Prayer: Our Conversations with God

Second Grade …………………..Sacramental Preparation for Reconciliation and First Holy Eucharist
Third Grade ……………………..Life in the Church: Liturgical Seasons and The Saints

Fourth Grade........................The Bible: Listening to God (based on Jeff Cavins Bible Timeline for Kids)
Fifth Grade ………………………Roles of Liturgical Ministers (priest, lector, etc) in the Mass and the Sacraments
Middle School …………………..Gracebook: The Mass (in depth study of the Mass and its meaning)                               
Confirmation ……………………Two Year Study of the Catechism of the Catholic Church for Grades 9 & older
Adult Faith Formation  - check the bulletin and our website for details

      Ongoing adult faith study opportunities offered throughout the year.

      Presentations by Fr Denny

      Book studies by Ascension Press, Jeff Cavins, and Marians of the Immaculate Conception
10:30am Mass Nursery – Songs, craft, story for children age 18months to 5 years old in a beautiful environment

                                     Nursery opens 10:15am to 12noon, beginning Sunday, October 1, 2017

Volunteers needed:

      Please sign up as a “regular volunteer” to help from September to May with one of the following:
      Classroom aide – assist Faith Formation teachers for elementary grades on Wednesdays 6:15pm – 7:15pm

      Serve Dinner – work the buffet line serving food to families on Wednesdays 5:30pm – 6:00pm

      Kitchen Clean Up – put away food, bring carts of dishes to kitchen, sweep floor on Wednesdays 6:15-7:15pm

      10:30am Mass Nursery – once per month to assist in nursery care for 18month – 5yrs old during 10:30 Mass
      NAPS – once per month to deliver food boxes to local elderly

Upcoming Important Dates:
Wednesday August 30, 2017 6:30pm-8pm at Church 

Grade 9 and Grade 10 – Student & Parent Orientation & Calendar Meeting

Year I (Grade 9)    Confirmation Groups are now forming, please contact Mara for details

Year II (Grade 10) Confirmation Students must re-register for second year of Confirmation preparation

Submitting Registration Forms – due on or before Wednesday, September 6, 2017
Forms and payment may be mailed to St Dominic Parish Office, Attn Mara Mangan, 216 Spring St N., Northfield,55057

Options for drop off:

Families may drop off payment & completed registration form at the Church Welcome Desk Wed Aug 30, 6:30-8pm

At St Dominic Parish Office during the week, 8am-4:30pm; or in the evening on Wednesday, Sept 6, 6:30pm-8pm

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 6:15pm-7:15pm

Preschool – Grade 5 Faith Formation Orientation Night for Parents and Students

Please arrive at 6:15pm at St Dominic School for this event

Wednesday, September 20, 2016 6:15pm-7:15pm
Preschool – Grade 8 First Night of Classes 
Middle School Grades 6-7-8 at St Dominic Church

Middle School Parent and Student Orientation re Faith Instruction held this night

Sunday, September 17, 2017  10:30am Mass

Grade 4 Students receive their bible during Mass

Wednesday, September 13 6:15pm-7:15pm at St Dominic School 
Sacramental (Reconciliation & Holy Eucharist) Preparation Meeting for Parents during classtime
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 – Wednesday, May 2, 2018
St Dominic Faith Formation 2017-18 Session
St Dominic Faith Formation Weekly Wednesday Schedule for Preschool – Grade 8
5:30pm
 
Dinner is served each week from October 4, 2017 to March 21, 2018; and on May 2, 2018
                         
All are welcome to attend at any time. 



You do not need to be a part of the Faith Formation program to enjoy dinner.




We are grateful for your free will donations to help fund our meals.

Dinner Crew and Family Volunteers

Dinner Crew: weekly regulars who help with serving food or clean up.

Serving food: 5:30pm-6pm; Clean up: 6:15pm-7:15pm. It is very helpful to have you there 
to work alongside the family volunteers who come twice per year.

Family Volunteers: twice per year helpers with clean up after dinner. We ask that you consider this as you would any community service. Even if you are not there for dinner, we still experience a great need for help in serving others.

Families are assigned to work certain days of the year according to the first letter of their last name (see chart below). We are grateful for your help: put away food, sweep floors in the church kitchen and social hall after dinner has been served. 

Family Volunteers are assigned as follows:

	OCT 4 – A,B, C
	OCT 11– D,E,F
	OCT 25 – G,H,I
	NOV 8 - J, K, L
	NOV 15 – M, N, O

	NOV 29 – P, Q, R
	JAN 17 –  S, T, U
	JAN 24 – V, W
	JAN 31 – X, Y, Z
	FEB 7 – A, B, C, D

	Feb 21 – E, F, G, H
	FEB 28 – I, J, K, L
	MAR 7 – M,N,O, P
	MAR 14 – Q,R,S,T,U
	MARCH 21 V,W,Y, Z

	THANK YOU
	FOR YOUR
	COMMITMENT
	AND
	SUPPORT


6:00pm

Families clear dinner tables at O’Gara Social Hall and depart for student faith instruction

6:15pm
 
Faith Instruction is held from 6:15pm - 7:15pm. Parents are responsible for bringing their students to:
to


Preschool – Grade 5 Faith Instruction at St Dominic School 

7:15pm


Middle School Grades 6-7-8 Church, O’Gara Social Hall



We welcome your generosity to serve as a teacher, classroom aide, or small group leader

7:15pm

Parent pick up.



Preschool – Grade 5

Parents meet Preschool through Grade 5 students in their classroom at St Dominic School. After parents pick up their child in the classroom, please walk with students in parking lot to your car.  Children are not allowed alone in the parking lot. 
Middle School – Grades 6-7-8 
Parents pick up Middle School youth at St Dominic Church, upper level parking lot. 
Youth are not allowed alone in the parking lot. 
Youth may wait along sidewalk by church, or at patio area. 
Thank you for your prayers and support.

We look forward to sharing the faith journey with you (
God bless you, 
Mara Mangan

Director of Faith Formation

St Dominic Church

mara76@charter.net     507-645-8816

The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let His face shine upon you and be gracious to you! The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! Numbers 6:24-26
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